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A Dialogue between Feft and Earne(t, concerning the Times. 





Curldap, December the 20th. 1681. 





Felt. O that fecond Narrative of the Jate 
Proceedings againft the Earl of Shaft{- 
bury at the Old Baily, which Dick 
Implement threatens us withal , 

though I never faw or heard of the Contents of 

it, yet I fay, 

Earn. Hold there, you are a pleafant Fellow 
indeed, that will pretend to animadvert upon a 
Book before you have feen or heard what’s in it. 

Felt. Indeed I and you and every man might 
have feen it before now, had not the receiving of 
numerous Vifits, Congratulations and Baife- 
mains been the caufe why it was fo long in making. 
But yet as I was faying—— 

Earn. That’s pleafanter ftill;, Prethee don’t run 

our felf out of breath. Will you talk of making 

Caen and Hiftories of matter of Fa&t; but 
you mean, I fuppofe, tranfcribing, and poffibly 
the moft gifted Short-hand-men may fometimes 
be fomewhat awkward at the other fort of Wri- 
tings after the fame manner as a man may make 
his Mark, though he cannot write his Name at 
length. 

Feft. I tell you, Mr. Earnef, as pert as you are 
upon me, Tle ftand by my word of its being 
made. 

Earn. Indeed, Sir Tho, More’s Eutopia was made, 
the Lord Verulam’s New Atlantis was almott 
made, and the Account of the Ile of Pines was 
altogether made, (for thefe were all FiGions ) 
but certainly you’l not pretend to defend the pro- 
priety of the phrafe of making a real Hiltory. 

Feft. Let the Propriety of it thift for it felf; 
but Ple undertake in this inflance for the Trath 
of it; and to juftifie what I fay, though you 
know my humour too well to imagine I thould 
pretend to a Gift of Prophefic, yet Ile engage 
without fecing a word in the Book, to tell you 
the feveral Heads wherein it differs from that juft 
Narrative lately publifhed by His Majefties {pecial 
Command. 

Earn. Whole Majefty do you mean? poffibly 
that which is coming out may be printed at 
Warjaw by his Majefty of Poland’s {pecial Com- 
mand: there are in Chriftendom more Kings than 
one. 

Feft. Yes, there are fo in Chriftendom, but I 
hope there are not in Keut or Dorfétfhire either. 

Earn. Come; don’t talk at this wild rate, the 











World is captious, and may be apt to fay. that 

you refle& upon fome Perton of great Quality. 
Feft. 1 mean noharm, and care not: but to 

go on with my Teft of being a good guefler. 


_ Wile venture three good Wagers, that I hit right 


in fo many particulars. 

Earn, You are a hardy man, I find ; begin. 

Feft. Firft then, not to meddle with any Per- 
fon of great Quality; T tel! you, that there will 
be in that Book a Perfon of {mall Quantity placed 
fo advantageoufly in the Microfcope , that he will 
make himfclt appear a Patriot of our Countrey 
and Religion, in as vaft a proportion beyond 
‘what he’ really is, as when Mr. Hook’s Loufe was 
magnified to the bignefs of a large Sea-Crab. 

Earn. Tlvs:is all blind’and Metaphor. Pray 
fpeak to me in plain blunt Englith. 

Feft. Well then, I mean that one who has 
been fome-body in all the late changes of Go- 
vernment, yet (asthough he were poffett of the 
Mannour of Scrivelsby) thall be fet out Cap-a- 
pee, as the King’s Champion 3 and that though it 
be queftionable whether he were ever of any Re- 
ligion, he fhall yet be reprefenced like an Atlas 
ficoping under the weight of the Protetant Canfe. 

Earn. Methinks a little old, uncertain, quak- 
ing, ftooping Gentleman fhould make but a forry 
Champion in any Caufe; but fome are able men of 
their hands and others as able of their heads ; and 
the Devil himfelf may be made white, if you 
permit him to write his own Hiftory 5 therefore if 
I miftake you not, I dare go your halves in this 
firft Point.’ Proceed. 

Feft. Secondly, that the Kings Judges fhall be 
obligucly glanc’d upon, or if it be a more proper 
way of phrafing, /quinted at, as over-zealous in 
perfecuting the innocent. 

Earn. Do you mean the late Kings Judges, the 
Traytors, or the loyal valiant Gentlemen that are 


in Commiffion under his prefent Majefty ? 


Fe. How gravely you look Mr. Earneft, and 
yet what odd Queftions you ask? Does not the 
drift of my Difcourfe plainly direét you to the 
Judges I mean? 

Earn. 1 undesftand you now, and will go 
halves with you again. 

‘Feft. Well, to fee what felf-Prefervatives Na- 
ture has beftow’d upon fome Animals, as for 
the purpofe, the moft wafortunate Cat does for the 
molt 





moft part fall gently, and light upon its feet 5 
and, as mankind is merciful, I bclieve that a 
fguint-ey’d Bafilisk might upon an» Indi@ment 
eicape a Grand Inqueft, becaufe it would be un- 
certain which waythe Creature look’d, 

Earn. Pihaw, moderate your Tongue , it will 
be dangerous to keep you Company, if you tik 
at this rates our laft Difcourfe was heard as far 
as Berwickupon Tweed.,. and then well may. any 
body in-the-next Room ‘over-hear us, and fo I 
may be indi@ed for Mifprifion of Scand, Mag. 
or fomething or other. If you will be grave 
and wife, go on. 2150 

Feft. 1 have faid nothing that Iam afraid to 
own, and if you think it not fafe to converfe 
with me, .Ple,form my Thoughts into a Treatife 
inftead of Dialoguing ; but. .it youl’) hear me out, 
I fay, Thirdly, that the Credit of the King’s 
Witnciles is to be Jeffen’d ; and whatever Coun- 
trey-men they be, they are all to be run down 
by being, huddled up under. one general name.of 
Trifh Evidence. 

Earn. And none of them.they’l fay, are to be 
believed. But what fafe:y or indeed intereft can 
there be in decrying the veracity of one whole 
potent Kingdom at once ? 

ih. As to the Safety, Zegwe be my Friend, 
fay 1; but for the Intereft of it, ’tis plain, that 
the greateft Criminal is hereby rid of an indet- 
nite number of Witneffes, and as far as the Fa- 
Ction by that means can alienate the affections of 
the Subjects of that ancient. Kingdom, fo far 
forth they contribute what in them lies to pull 
off one of the Kings three Crowns, and then 
they have but two left to tug for. 

Eayn. Your number of Wagers is up, though 
I cant tell who is to hold ftakes ; and becaufe you 
conclude with tugging for Crowns, pray 

Feft. Hold, Ihave Fourthly in my head, which 
fhall out, and’tis this; That a certain fet of 
Gentlemen {hall be highly extoll’d for a firange 
act of Juftice; and really there have been in the 
World men, I will not fay of very large Con-, 
{ciences, nor willl fay of very little Confciences 5 
but I will fay of Confciences of an extraordinary 
fize one way or other. 

Earn. Well, Now {1 hope I may {peak with- 
out iaterruption 5 you were {peaking of tugging 
for Crowns, pray have you read the Affocia- 
tion ? 

Feft. No, but they tell me it was contrived 
for the wniting of Proteltants, fo far as lifting is 
uniting. 

Earn., Well, Ple thew it you then, look here, 
*tis among thofe fheets which contain. that ac- 
count of the. proceedings tother day, at the Old 








London,’ Printed for B. Tooke. 1681. 


Baily againft the E. of S. which has been pub- 
lifhed by Authority——— Turn a little further ’tis 
in the fiftegnth page as I takesit. 

Fok. O here it begins, WE THE KNIGHTS 
- Papifts and. their adberents and abbettors--- 








Hellifh Plot, Arbitrary Power and Popery — Crafty 
Popifh Councils Mercenary Forces Parlia- 
ments unreafonably prorogued and diffolved ———Re- 





ligion, Laws, Ejtates and Liberty ——+\— petfyaded 
in our Confciences True Proteftants —~— Laws, 
Liberties and Properties. Again, Hey day! here is 


_all the Wheedles of forty one raked into one 


heap In the form enfizing, Bat l am naufea- 
ted with thefe factious. Crambe’s, prethee relieve 
me with a few honeli Queries. 

Eava.. That | will. 

Qu. 1. Whether he who receives the Sacra- 
Ment meerly to put himfelt into a ‘egal capacity 
to ferve aFaction, receives it as a Viaticum to God 
or the Devil? and whether a certain Booxith-man 
that lives in the Pow!trey >. notas able asany man 
to refolve this Ca ¢ ut Confcience ? 

2. Whether thofe perfons have not the fame 
defign aga'ntt the Church, who under pretence 
of Conformity dilturb the State, as the fo famous 
Proteftant Lawyer had upon the Clergy, when he 
run fmelling after a Whore under the name and in 
the habit of a Dean ? 

3. Whether he who thould very unaccountably 
and unfeafonably put my L. Mayor in mind, that 
one daily Petition of Proteftants is, Lead ws not 
into temptation, may not have been at that time 
{trongly affailed by the Devil of Sedition? and 
whether his fenfe might not be paraphrafed, Be- 
ware how you provoke us. 

4. Whether thofe men have not limber Con- 
{ciences, who can conform to the Rites of the 
Church from S$. Thomas day to Twelfth-day, and 
yet be Diffenters all the year after? 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


WO Books lately publifbed, viz. Parnaffus and 

Hippocrene, or : the Effigies of a Halty-Pud- 
ding ; ( being an Anfwer to a Poem entituled Ab- 
falom and Achitophel; ) 2 Work ufeful for Fami- 
lies, efpecially againft Chriftmas, preferving Pies to 
admiration, in Folio, fold by Dick Implement. 


Treafon tried and cleared, of Conqueft over 
Confcience; as it bas been acted by the Bromig- 
hams ‘and applauded by the Whigs. In Folio, fobd 
by the Book-fellers, 








